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Introduction  
 
North Somerset District Council proposes to re‐open the Portishead branch line for 
passenger services as part of the MetroWest Phase 1 proposals, to enhance local rail 
services across Bristol.  The wider MetroWest Phase 1 proposals comprise the reopening of 
the railway line from Portishead to Parson Street, Bristol for passenger services and other 
associated works.    
 
The railway from Portishead to Pill is referred to as the "Portishead branch line" in this 
document.  That part of the railway that currently is in use by freight services to Portbury 
Dock is referred to as the "Portbury Freight Line". 
 
The re‐opening of the railway from Portishead to Pill, together with some associated works 
at Pill station, Pill Tunnel, the Ashton Gate level crossing and the Barons Close pedestrian 
crossing, are referred to as "the Project" in this document.   
 
To re‐open the railway from Portishead to Pill as is proposed, North Somerset District 
Council requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  
 
This Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) has been published in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, and explains how we will keep you informed 
throughout the development process as well as how you can comment on the proposals and 
help shape the Project.  It also provides information on the wider MetroWest Phase 1 
proposals. 
 
The Project forms part of the West of England Local Enterprise Partnership’s (LEP) wider 
MetroWest programme, which will invest up to £100 million in a series of complimentary 
local rail projects.  The Project teams are working with Network Rail, First Great Western 
and the freight train operators to deliver the MetroWest programme, which will be carried 
out in two phases.   
 
This SoCC relates to the part of MetroWest Phase 1 required for the reopening of the 
Portishead branch line for passenger services.  Any consents required for MetroWest Phase 
2, which is the proposed re‐opening to passenger services of the current freight only line 
through Henbury, north of Bristol, will be applied for separately.   
 
The environmental Scoping Report for the Project, submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in 
June 2015, provides Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) in support of the first 
stage of community consultation.  More detailed PEI will be published in late 2015 and will 
be made available to the public for a further stage of community consultation prior to 
submission of the application to the Planning Inspectorate in 2016.   
 
This SoCC explains: 

 What we are proposing to develop, including a brief description of: 
o The proposals for works on the Portishead branch line and the other 

elements of the MetroWest Phase 1 project 
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o Details of the Project 
o The development consent process including how environmental impacts are 

assessed 

 When we will be consulting 

 Who and where we will be consulting 

 How we will consult with individuals, groups and organisations 

 How consultees can respond to the consultation 

 How feedback will be taken into account. 
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What is a Statement of Community Consultation? 
 
The Planning Act 2008 (the 2008 Act) provided a new regime for the development of 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).  The Planning Inspectorate is the body 
responsible for administering the planning process for NSIPs.  
 
For such projects, the Planning Inspectorate examines the application and will make a 
recommendation to the relevant Secretary of State, who will make the decision on whether 
to grant or to refuse development consent. 
 
This Project comprises an NSIP for the purposes of the 2008 Act. North Somerset District 
Council therefore intends to make an application to the Secretary of State for Transport for 
a DCO under the 2008 Act to authorise the Project.   
 
In determining the application, the Secretary of State will have regard to the National Policy 
Statement for National Networks which sets out the need for development of the national 
rail network.   
 
Consultation is a key part of the planning and development process.  This document sets out 
how North Somerset District Council intends to discharge its obligation to consult. 
 
The 2008 Act requires developers (in this case, North Somerset District Council) to consult 
with individuals, groups and organisations affected by the proposed NSIP.  This process is 
referred to as pre‐application consultation and must be carried out before the application 
for a DCO can be accepted by the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
As required under the 2008 Act, when the application is submitted we will report on the 
views of all respondents and explain how we have taken them into account during the 
development of the Project proposals.   
 
Please note that all consultation responses received will be considered and potentially 
published within the Project's Consultation Report.  No personal details will be made public. 
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About MetroWest Phase 1 
 
The West of England has a population of over 1 million and this is expected to exceed 1.1 
million by 2016.   
 
The West of England’s economic prosperity is beginning to be constrained by its transport 
network.  As demand on the transport network increases as a result of economic and 
population growth, further investment is needed to ensure the transport network is 
sufficiently accessible and has sufficient capacity and resilience to continue to meet the sub‐
region’s needs.    
 
MetroWest is a series of projects that will improve rail transport in the West of England by 
investing up to £100 million in a series of complimentary local rail projects.  It will be funded 
by the West of England LEP) a devolved major scheme grant of £45 million from the 
Department for Transport and by the four West of England Councils.   
 
MetroWest Phase 1 is a scheme promoted by North Somerset District Council on behalf of 
itself, South Gloucestershire District Council, Bristol City Council and Bath and North East 
Somerset Council.  The scheme is a priority for the West of England's local authorities and 
the West of England LEP, as it would connect at least an additional 35,000 people to the 
railway network.   
 
The proposal to re‐open the Portishead branch line, with stations at Portishead and Pill, is a 
key part of MetroWest Phase 1.   
 
The wider elements of MetroWest Phase 1 are intended to allow the local train operating 
company to: 

 Run half hourly passenger train services to Avonmouth on the Severn Beach 
line with one train an hour continuing to St. Andrews Road and Severn Beach 
stations; and 

 Provide a half hourly train service for local stations between Bristol Temple 
Meads and Bath Spa.   

Elements of MetroWest Phase 1 which part of the proposed application for a DCO are set 
out in the following Project Description section.  The section also highlights a number of 
elements of MetroWest Phase 1 which do not form part of the proposed application. 
 
MetroWest Phase 2 
 
MetroWest Phase 2 will introduce half hourly train services to Yate and hourly services on 
the Henbury line, which is currently freight only.  This does not form part of the application 
for the Project and will be subject to separate consents at a later date.  
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Project description  
 
The Project entails the re‐opening 5km of disused railway between Portishead and Pill.   
 
The infrastructure proposed to deliver the Project that will be included in the application for 
the DCO are as follows: 

 Rebuilding the disused Portishead to Pill line (5km)  

 New station at Portishead including car park, pedestrian and cycle link to the town 
centre and highway alterations to Quays Avenue/Harbour Road/Phoenix Way 

 Provision of a fully accessible pedestrian bridge near Trinity Primary School 

 Retain existing National Cycle Network routes between Pill and Portishead through 
minor realignment or diversion as necessary 

 An additional  track through Pill (including widening of the Avon Road bridge 
underpass)  

 Reopening of the former station at Pill, including a new fully accessible pedestrian 
bridge to the refurbished platform on the south side of the station and car park 

 Improvements to access to Pill tunnel; 

 Improvements to access to the highway for construction and maintenance; 

 Closure of historic and permissive crossings between Portishead and Pill and, where 
appropriate, provision of alternative access arrangements,   

 Environmental mitigation measures; and 

 Works to two level crossings in Ashton Gate and Barons Close, on the Portbury 
Freight Line. 

The geographic extent of the works in the DCO is shown in Figure 1. 

On the Portbury Freight Line some additional works are required which currently do not 
form part of the proposed application for a DCO, as follows: 

 New signalling for the branch line from Parson Street junction to Portishead, 
including a new intermediate signal in Avon Gorge woodland; 

 Extension of the existing double track section north from Parson Street, to Bower 
Ashton; and 

 Upgrading of Parson Street junction. 

These works are within Network Rail's existing operational railway and it is anticipated that 
these will be carried out by Network Rail, using its general permitted development rights, 
save where authority is needed to reconstruct the two existing level crossings at Ashton (the 
level crossing works are intended to be included in the application for a DCO).   

Most of the land required for the Project is owned by North Somerset District Council or 
Network Rail.  Small areas of land will be required for construction compounds, 
maintenance access routes, and permanent works. Where additional land is required 
temporarily and permanently for works, powers of compulsory acquisition will be sought 
under the Order. 
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The following further elements are required for MetroWest Phase 1, away from the works 
to the Portishead branch line. These will be carried out by Network Rail, using its general 
permitted development rights: 

 Partial reinstatement of the down relief line at Bedminster; 

 Additional signal near Avonmouth station; and 

 A track crossover and signalling at Bathampton to allow trains to turn around at Bath 
off the main line. 

The Portbury Freight Line 
 
The Portbury Freight Line plays an important role for the economy through providing 
efficient access to markets including car import/exports, containers and coal.   
 
The volume of freight traffic is increasing and the Councils recognise the importance of the 
Portbury Freight Line to Bristol Port and its contribution to the economy.  The infrastructure 
identified for the Project, as set out above, will provide sufficient capacity for the current 
and future operation of both freight trains and passenger trains.   
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Assessing environmental impacts 
 
Under the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 
(EIA Regulations), we are required to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
to identify likely significant environmental effects of the Project. The results of the EIA will 
be published in an Environmental Statement (ES) that will accompany the DCO application 
for the Project.  A Non‐Technical Summary (NTS) of the ES will also be provided.   

The EIA Regulations also require us to set out in the SoCC how we intend to publicise and 
consult on the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI). 

Stage 1 community consultation 

In order to agree the environmental studies required for the EIA with statutory consultees, 
we submitted a Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate in June 2015.  This document 
included information on the approach to EIA for the Project, an indicative Project 
description for the works and a summary of potential impacts which will be assessed.  The 
Scoping Report comprises the PEI for the first stage of community consultation.    

The Scoping Report is available on the Project website: 

www.travelwest.info/metrowest  

The Scoping Report will be available at exhibitions and can be downloaded from the Project 
website.  At this stage, we have identified the following potential benefits which may result 
from the proposed Project:  

 Economic growth, through enhancing transport links to major employment centres 
across the West of England 

 A more resilient transport offer, with more attractive and reliable journey times 

 Improved accessibility to the rail network with new and re‐opened rail stations 

 A positive contribution to social well‐being, life opportunities and improving quality 
of life 

 An overall reduction traffic congestion due the shift from road to rail 

 Enhanced capacity of the local rail network 

 Reduction in the overall environmental impact of the transport network due to 
encouraging the shift from road to rail. 

Assessment work is being undertaken to understand the following potential impacts: 

 Temporary disruption of the road network at Quays Avenue/Harbour Road in 
Portishead and in the vicinity of Pill station during construction and local traffic 
issues associated with increased demand to the Portishead and Pill station locations 
during operation 

 Noise impacts associated with the new passenger trains  

 Temporary construction impacts on local households, including increased traffic and 
noise, during construction  

 Increased visual intrusion due to the loss of vegetation and new stations and bridges 
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 Increased disturbance and local air emissions through the Avon Gorge Woodlands 
Special Area of Conservation, Avon Gorge Site of Special Scientific Interest and Leigh 
Woods National Nature Reserve. 

Stage 2 community consultation 

Towards the end of 2015, we will provide the preliminary findings of the EIA and make this 
information available to the local community for consultation.  The updated PEI (which will 
be in the form of a draft ES) will include a description of the proposals and baseline 
information to date and identify the potential impacts of the development, as well as 
possible measures to reduce, prevent or offset these.  This will include information on the 
scope for any associated land restoration, landscaping, other mitigation or compensatory 
measures for impacts on natural habitats if required. 

Stage 2 of the community consultation will enable local communities to have the most 
information possible to comment on the proposals prior to the publication of the ES, and 
therefore help to shape the proposals in advance of submission of the application to the 
Planning Inspectorate.   
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Consultation timetable  
 
Table 1 below sets out the preliminary timetable for consultation on the Project up to 
submission of the application for development consent. 
 

Month  Consultation Activity

June and July 2014   Consultation on the location of the new Portishead 
station (now completed)  

May and June 2015  Statutory consultation with the local authorities on the 
content of the SoCC (now completed)  

June 2015  Publication of notice of the SoCC and deposit of the 
SoCC in Council buildings, including local libraries and 
on the Project website 

June – August 2015  Stage 1 community consultation in accordance with 
the SoCC  

November 2015 – January 2016   Stage 2 community consultation in accordance with 
the SoCC (dates and details to be advertised closer to 
the time) 

November 2015 – January 2016  Formal consultation with statutory consultees such as 
local authorities and other stakeholders (this is outside 
the scope of the SoCC) 

June 2016  Submission of application to the Planning Inspectorate 
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Scope of the consultation 
 
In accordance with Section 47 of the 2008 Act, we are required to consult with people in the 
vicinity of the proposed development.  

Consultation with the relevant local authorities on the preparation of the SoCC has helped 
to identify the local communities and determine the consultation methods that were 
deemed to be the most appropriate to ensure an inclusive process. This included the 
identification of hard‐to‐reach groups and ways of enabling these groups to access relevant 
information. This will include engaging with disability and equality groups and forums, the 
use of social media to raise awareness among young people, and ensuring documents are 
available in libraries for people without internet access. 

We will be focussing our consultation with the communities identified in Figure 2 (the Tier 1 
Communities).  These communities have been identified due to their proximity to the 
Project and therefore have the potential to be affected by the Project (i.e. within 200 
metres of the Project and 400 metres around Portishead and Pill stations). In addition we 
intend to consult with communities within 200m of the Portbury Freight Line through Avon 
Gorge.  
 
In order to identify the Tier 1 consultation area we considered the scope of potential 
impacts of both the construction and operation of the MetroWest Phase 1 project. These 
include noise, air quality, and landscape and visual impacts resulting from the scheme. 
 
We have also considered the Tier 2 Communities, i.e. people who will be indirectly affected 
by the Project (and the Portbury Freight Line) but which are not close enough to be 
physically affected by it. These include residents in Portishead and Pill who live further than 
400m from the Project. 
 
However, anyone can comment on the proposals and, as set out in the next section, written 
information will be made widely available to ensure that the consultation is accessible and 
effective. 
 
Consultation events will be held in the areas that are potentially most affected by the 
proposals. However, those who are not directly affected may also wish to take part in the 
events. 
 
Staffed public exhibitions will be held in the following locations:  

 The Engine Shed, Bristol on Thursday 2 July at 14‐00 to 19‐30 

 Somerset Hall, Portishead on Monday 6 July 2015 from 14‐00 to 19‐30  and 
Wednesday 8 July from 14‐00 to 19‐30 

 Pill Community Centre on Friday 10 July from 14‐00 to 19‐30 

Also there will be: 

 An unmanned exhibition at 100 Temple Street, Bristol on Monday 13 July to Friday 

17 July 2015 from 09‐00 to 17‐00 
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 Poster display at Bristol Temple Meads, and staff to hand out invitation postcards at 
Bristol Temple Meads Station on Wednesday 1 July.   

Figure 3 illustrates the locations of consultation events.    
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How will we consult with local communities?  
 

Previous non‐statutory consultation on the Project 

We have already commenced consultation on aspects of the Project.  Informal consultation 
on the location of Portishead railway station took place in June and July 2014. Two 
consultation events were held at Portishead Methodist Church, where stakeholders were 
able to meet the Project Team.   
 
Three possible locations for the station were presented in the consultation and a total of 
421 consultation responses were received.  Following the consultation, the preferred 
location was selected and then approved by North Somerset District Council in March 2015.  
 
In December 2013/January 2014 the West of England LEP consulted on their Strategic Plan, 
which identified MetroWest Phases 1 and 2 as a funding priority. 
 
Structure of statutory consultation    

Each stage of formal consultation will be structured around a series of exhibition events and 
an online consultation website, along with a number of supporting documents.   

We recognise that individuals, groups and organisations will have different requirements for 
information and our consultation process will reflect this.  Therefore we will inform the 
community of the start of the consultation and the dates and locations of the exhibition 
events using the following methods:    

 Mail drop: We will write directly to the Tier 1 Communities, providing details of the 
consultation, where information can be viewed and how to submit comments. 

 Newsletter: We will promote the consultation in an email newsletter, which will 
distributed to around 840 subscribers who are interested in transport issues. 

 Press adverts: We will place adverts promoting the consultation in appropriate 
publications at the relevant time. 

 Press releases: We will issue information to local media outlets (newspapers, radio 
and TV) to encourage media coverage of the consultation. 

 Posters: We will place posters in Portishead Town Council, Portishead library and 
other strategic locations to promote the consultations and explain where to view 
information and how to submit comments. 

 Stakeholders, groups and organisations: We will engage with a broad range of 
stakeholder groups and organisations in an appropriate manner including briefings 
and meetings as required.  They will be kept informed by regular electronic 
newletters. 

 Website: We will promote the consultation on the TravelWest website, which will 
include a direct link to the consultation webpage. 

 Social media: We will promote the consultation through the Project’s Twitter 
account, providing a direct link to the online consultation webpage. 
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To engage with hard to reach sectors of the communities, the following groups will be 
included in the stakeholder consultation: 

 Bristol Women’s Voice 

 Bristol Disability Equality Forum 

 Bristol BME Voice 

 Bristol the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual and TransgenderForum 

 Bristol Older People’s Forum.  

 North Somerset Black, and Minority Ethnic Network  

 North Somerset Disability Access Group  

 North Somerset Partnership  

 

The Tier 2 Communities will be made aware of the consultation by the newsletters, press 
adverts, press releases, posters, website and social media.   

As well as being available on the consultation website, we intend to make paper copies of 
key documents available in Council and other publicly accessible buildings including local 
libraries during the consultation period (details of locations are set out at the end of this 
document). This will include the SoCC as well as Planning Inspectorate Advice Notes on how 
the public can get involved in the development consent process.  Details of these locations 
are set out below.  

North Somerset 

 Castlewood North Somerset Office, Tickenham Road, Clevedon BS21 6FW 
Monday to Friday 08‐30 to 17‐00.   
 

 Long Ashton Library, Lovelinch Gardens, Long Ashton BS41 9AH 
Tuesday 10‐00 to 12‐30; 13‐30 to 17‐00 
Thursday 10‐00 to 12‐30; 13‐30 to 19‐00 
Friday 10‐00 to 12‐30 
Saturday 10‐00 to 12‐30; 13‐30 to 15‐30 
 

 Pill Library, Crockerne House, Underbanks, Pill BS20 0AT 
Tuesday 10‐00 to 12‐30 
Wednesday 13‐30 to 17‐00 
Friday 10‐00 to 12‐30; 13‐30 to 17‐00 
Saturday 10‐00 to 12‐30 
 

 Portishead Library, Horatio House, 24 Harbour Road, Portishead BS20 7AL 
Tuesday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Wednesday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Thursday 09‐30 to 19‐00 
Friday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Saturday 09‐30 to 16‐00 
Sunday 10‐30 to 14‐30 
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 Weston‐super‐Mare Library, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston‐super‐Mare 
BS23 1UJ 
Monday to Friday 08‐30 to 20‐00 
Saturday 08‐30 to 19‐00 
Sunday 10‐00 to 19‐00 
 
*This library is partially staffed during these times.  Times reflect the opening times 
of the town hall 

Bristol City 

 Bedminster Library, 4 St Peter’s Court, Bedminster Parade, Bristol BS3 4AQ 
Monday 0930 to 17‐00 
Tuesday 09‐30 to 19‐30 
Wednesday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Thursday 09‐30 to 19‐30 
Friday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Saturday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Sunday 13‐00 to 16‐00 
 

 Bristol Central Library, College Green, Bristol BS1 5TL 
Monday 09‐30 to 19‐30 
Tuesday 09‐30 to 19‐30 
Wednesday 10‐00 to 17‐00 
Thursday 09‐30 to 19‐30 
Friday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Saturday 09‐30 to 17‐00 
Sunday 13‐00 to 17‐00 
 

 Marksbury Road Library, Marksbury Road, Bedminster, Bristol BS3 5LG 
Monday 10‐00 to 13‐00; 14‐00 to 19‐00 
Wednesday 10‐00 to 13‐00; 14‐00 to 17‐00 
Friday 10‐00 to 13‐00; 14‐00 to 17‐00 
Saturday 10‐00 to 13‐00 
 

 100 Temple Street 
Monday to Friday 9‐00 to 17‐00 
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What are we consulting on? 
 
Consultation will be carried out on issues relating to the whole of the proposed Project and 
will include potential impacts which may result from the proposed development.  The 
consultation seeks views on topics including: 

 The Project 

 Concerns about the Project 

 The design proposals for Portishead station 

 The highways changes in Portishead  

 The proposals for the footbridge near Trinity school 

 The proposals for Pill station. 

Other consultations in the area 
 
The following consultations are not related to the MetroWest project, but may be taking 
place during the consultation period for the MetroWest Phase 1 DCO. 
 

Consultation  Consulting body Date

MetroBus Traffic Regulation 
Order Consultation 

Bristol City Council Throughout the entire 
MetroWest consultation 
period 

Local Planning Application 
Requirements 2015 

North Somerset Council April‐June 2015 

Charlton Lane/Brentry 
Lane/Swanmoor 
Crescent/Okebourne Road ‐ 
Highway Improvements  

Bristol City Council

May ‐June 2015  

A403 Avonmouth to Aust   Bristol City Council June 2015  
Bristol Libraries for the Future 
‐ phase 2 consultation  

Bristol City Council
March ‐ June 2015  

Consultation on proposed 
amendment to Bristol City 
Council Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
Regulation 123 List  

Bristol City Council

May ‐ July 2015  

School Expansion Proposals   Bristol City Council June ‐ July 2015 
Charlton Lane/Brentry 
Lane/Swanmoor 
Crescent/Okebourne Road ‐ 
Highway Improvements  

Bristol City Council

May ‐June 2015  

A403 Avonmouth to Aust   Bristol City Council June 2015  
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Keeping people informed of the DCO process  
 
The Project team will keep people informed of the DCO process by: 

 Inviting people to sign up the MetroWest email newsletter if they want to receive 
Project updates.  

 Providing updates through the media (press releases) 

 Providing updates on our website and Tweet links to these updates 

 

How to submit your views 

Whilst your views are welcomed throughout the development of the Project, we request 
that comments on the first stage of Section 47 (statutory) consultation are received from 
the start of the consultation period to Monday 22 June 2015 to Monday 3 August 2015.   

You can submit your views in a number of ways:  
 
Complete the online feedback form on our website: www.travelwest.info/metrowest 

 
View the proposals and complete a feedback form at one of our public exhibitions or from 
one of the locations listed on pages 11/12 and return it to:  
 
MetroWest 
Engine Shed 
Station Approach  
Temple Meads 
Bristol, BS1 6QH 
 

How feedback will be taken into account  
 
All responses will be recorded, reviewed and considered as part of the consultation process.  
 
We will publish a Consultation Report outlining the relevant responses received and 
explaining how we have taken them into account in developing the Project.  The Report will 
be submitted as part of the application for development consent.  If an issue has not 
resulted in a change to the proposed development, the Consultation Report will explain this.  
 
As there may be a large number of responses, the Consultation Report may group 
comments into broad issues of concern.  No personal details will be made public. 
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Date: 18th May 2015 
My ref: MWP1/SOCC 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Dear Richard Kent, 
 
We have drafted a Statement of Community Consultation for the Portishead to Parson Street 
Junction Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project, which is a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008, and have attached a copy of the 
document to the covering email.   
 
In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking comments 
from the Local Planning Authority on the draft Statement of Community Consultation.  We 
require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 15th June 2015.  However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning.   
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter, so will contact you in a week to discuss this.   
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
Bristol City Planning Authority, as the Development Consent Order includes land within their 
authority boundary. We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with 
South Gloucestershire Planning Authority, Bath and North East Somerset Planning Authority 
and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if they wish.    
  
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.   
 
Finally, we have provided a version of the draft Statement of Community Consultation at an 
emailable file size, this however means some of the images are a little grainy.  If you require 
higher resolution images, please contact me and I can provide you with them.   
 
Regards 
 
Steven Penaluna, Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
  

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
 

Date: 18th May 2015 
My ref: MWP1/SOCC 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Dear Gary Collins, 
 
We have drafted a Statement of Community Consultation for the Portishead to Parson Street 
Junction Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project, which is a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008, and have attached a copy of the 
document to the covering email.   
 
In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking comments 
from the Local Planning Authority on the draft Statement of Community Consultation.  We 
require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 15th June 2015.  However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning.   
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter, so will contact you in a week to discuss this.   
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
North Somerset Planning Authority, as the Development Consent Order includes land within 
their authority boundary. We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with 
South Gloucestershire Planning Authority, Bath and North East Somerset Planning Authority 
and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if they wish.    
 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.   
 
Finally, we have provided a version of the draft Statement of Community Consultation at an 
emailable file size, this however means some of the images are a little grainy.  If you require 
higher resolution images, please contact me and I can provide you with them.   
 
 
Regards 
 
Steven Penaluna, Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
  

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
 

Date: 18th May 2015 
My ref: MWP1/SOCC 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Dear Lisa Bartlet/Mark Reynolds 
 
We have drafted a Statement of Community Consultation for the Portishead to Parson Street Junction 
Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project, which is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
under the Planning Act 2008, and have attached a copy of the document to the covering email.   
 
In accordance with section 47of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is formally seeking comments 
from the North Somerset and Bristol City Local Planning Authorities (as "host" authorities to the project) 
on the draft Statement of Community Consultation.   
 
Although the project will not directly impact land within your authority boundary, due to the possible 
impacts of the project in your area you may be also interested in commenting on the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation. 
 
Our proposed consultation period is 22 June 2015 to 3 August 2015, so if you have comments on the 
document, please can you forward them to us as soon as possible, and in any event before 15 June 
2015, to allow us time to incorporate them into the consultation planning work.    
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on this 
matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from North 
Somerset and Bristol City Planning Authorities, as the Development Consent Order includes land within 
their authority boundary. We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with South 
Gloucestershire Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if they 
wish.    
 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community Consultation 
processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.   
 
Finally, we have provided a version of the draft Statement of Community Consultation at an emailable 
file size, this however means some of the images are a little grainy.  If you require higher resolution 
images, please contact me and I can provide you with them.   
 
Regards 

 
Steven Penaluna, Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
 
 
  

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
 

Date: 18th May 2015 
My ref: MWP1/SOCC 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Dear Donna Whinham 
 
We have drafted a Statement of Community Consultation for the Portishead to Parson Street Junction 
Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project, which is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
under the Planning Act 2008, and have attached a copy of the document to the covering email.   
 
In accordance with section 47of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is formally seeking comments 
from the North Somerset and Bristol City Local Planning Authorities (as "host" authorities to the project) 
on the draft Statement of Community Consultation.   
 
Although the project will not directly impact land within your authority boundary, due to the possible 
impacts of the project in your area you may be also interested in commenting on the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation. 
 
Our proposed consultation period is 22 June 2015 to 3 August 2015, so if you have comments on the 
document, please can you forward them to us as soon as possible, and in any event before 15 June 
2015, to allow us time to incorporate them into the consultation planning work.    
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on this 
matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from North 
Somerset and Bristol City Planning Authorities, as the Development Consent Order includes land within 
their authority boundary.  We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with Bath 
and North East Somerset Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide 
comments if they wish.    
 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community Consultation 
processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.   
 
Finally, we have provided a version of the draft Statement of Community Consultation at an emailable 
file size, this however means some of the images are a little grainy.  If you require higher resolution 
images, please contact me and I can provide you with them.   
 
Regards 

 
Steven Penaluna, Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
  

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
  

Date: 18th May 2015 
My ref: MWP1/SOCC 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Dear Susannah  
 
We have drafted a Statement of Community Consultation for the Portishead to Parson Street 
Junction Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) project and have attached a copy of the draft 
document to the covering email.   
 
We are keen to seek the Planning Inspectorate’s views on the draft Statement of Community 
Consultation and would be grateful if you could review and let us have any comments on the 
document.  Our proposed consultation period is 22 June 2015 to 3 August 2015, so it would be 
useful to have your views as soon as possible to allow us time to incorporate them into the 
consultation planning work.   
  
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
North Somerset and Bristol City Planning Authorities, as the Development Consent Order 
includes land within their authority boundary.  We have shared the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation with South Gloucestershire Planning Authority and Bath and North 
East Somerset Planning Authority so they can provide comments if they wish.    
 
If you have any questions about the project or the draft Statement of Community Consultation, 
please contact me using the details set out below.   
 
Finally, we have provided a version of the draft Statement of Community Consultation at an 
emailable file size, this however means some of the images are a little grainy.  If you require 
higher resolution images, please contact me and I can provide you with them.   
 
Regards 
 
Steven Penaluna, Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
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Introduction  

 
MetroWest programme  
 
The West of England Councils are working together on proposals to deliver major 
improvements to the local rail network over the next ten years. North Somerset District 
Council, Bristol City Council, Bath and North East Somerset Council, and South 
Gloucestershire Council ("the four West of England Councils") are working with Network Rail 
Infrastructure Limited (Network Rail), Great Western Railway and the freight train operators 
to deliver the MetroWest programme, which will be carried out in phases.  
 
MetroWest Phase 1 
 
The four West of England Councils are taking forward Phase 1 of the MetroWest proposals 
("MetroWest Phase 1"), to enhance the local rail network across the West of England area.  
 
The MetroWest Phase 1 proposals comprise reopening the railway line from Portishead to 
Parson Street Junction in Bristol for passenger services, as well as new facilities for services 
to turn back at Bathampton (north-east of Bath), allowing trains terminating at Bath from 
Bristol to reverse at Bathampton. Other associated works include new and enhanced 
signalling at Avonmouth and on the Severn Beach Line.  
 
North Somerset District Council (NSDC) is the promoter of MetroWest Phase 1 on behalf of 
the four West of England Councils and will therefore be applying for consent for the works 
as necessary and where required.  
 
The DCO Scheme  
 
The element of MetroWest Phase 1 comprising the re-opening of the railway from 
Portishead to Pill requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008 
(the Act), being a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) as defined under the 
Act. Works are also required to the existing operational railway both within and outside the 
operational boundary; these works are known as ‘Associated Development’ and support the 
NSIP works. The NSIP works and the Associated Development works together are referred 
to as "the DCO Scheme", which is the subject of this document.  
 
The component parts of the DCO Scheme are detailed in the section on "DCO Scheme 
Description".  
 
NSDC as promoter of the DCO is required to consult on the DCO Scheme before submitting 
an application for development consent.  
 
Other MetroWest Phase 1 Works 
 
In addition to the DCO scheme, MetroWest Phase 1 entails the delivery of minor works at 
the following locations to enable the operation of the proposed train services: 
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 Liberty Lane Freight Depot; 

 Parson Street Junction; 

 Parson Street Station; 

 Bedminster Down Relief Line; 

 Avonmouth and Severn Beach signalling; and 

 Bathampton turnback. 
 
For further information about these works refer to page 10.  

 

The Role of North Somerset District Council, Bristol City Council and the West of England 
Combined Authority as Host Authorities 
  
NSDC and Bristol City Council (BCC) are the local planning authorities and local highway 
authorities for the land on which the DCO Scheme will be built. NSDC’s officers promoting 
the DCO Scheme are dealing with the authorities as would any other promoter of a DCO and 
are consulting with the authorities. The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) was 
created in March 2017 and is made up of three local authorities - Bath & North East 
Somerset, Bristol and South Gloucestershire - to deliver economic growth, skills, housing 
and transport. As strategic transport is part of WECA’s remit, the DCO Scheme is consulting 
WECA as a local authority for the purposes of section 42 of the Act. 
 
Each of the West of England authorities have provided comments on this document and will 
be consulted with during the finalising of proposals for the DCO Scheme. NSDC’s officers 
engaged in promoting the DCO are not involved in consultation responses and a clear 
separation of roles will be maintained throughout the process for seeking consent and 
subsequently, if consent is given, during construction of the DCO Scheme. 
 

Other MetroWest Phases 
 
Any consents that may be required for other aspects of the MetroWest programme 
including Phase 2, comprising the proposed re-opening to passenger services of the current 
freight-only line through Henbury, north of Bristol, will be applied for and consulted on 
separately. They are not the subject of this document or its related consultation processes.  
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Statement of Community Consultation  
 
A Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the DCO Scheme was first published by 
NSDC in June 2015, prior to opening Stage 1 Community Consultation. This revised version 
of the SoCC has been published in accordance with section 47 of the Act. It explains how 
NSDC as the promoter of the DCO Scheme will keep you informed throughout the 
development process for the DCO Scheme, and how you can comment on the proposals and 
help shape the DCO Scheme. It also provides details, for information only, on the wider 
MetroWest Phase 1 proposals. 
 
This revised SoCC updates the original SoCC issued in June 2015. It provides updates on the 
changes to the DCO Scheme since June 2015, and summarises the first round of consultation 
under section 47 of the Act. This revised SoCC has been prepared to provide additional 
information on the DCO Scheme to reflect the outcomes of that first stage consultation 
process. A second stage of section 47 consultation will be carried out together with 
consultations with landowners and statutorily designated consultees for six weeks 
commencing in late October 2017 and is detailed in this document. 
 
The environmental Scoping Report for the DCO Scheme, submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate in June 2015, provided Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) in support 
of the first stage of Community Consultation. More detailed PEI will be published in October 
2017 and will be made available to the public for the second stage of Community 
Consultation, prior to submission of the application to the Planning Inspectorate in 
Spring/Summer 2018.  
 
This revised SoCC explains: 

 What we are proposing to develop, including a brief description of: 
o the proposals for works on the Portishead branch line and the other 

elements of MetroWest Phase 1; 
o details of the DCO Scheme; and 
o the development consent process including how environmental impacts are 

assessed (see page 11); 

 When we will be consulting (see pages 15 - 16); 

 Who and where we will be consulting (see pages 17 - 21); 

 How we will consult with individuals, groups and organisations (see page 18); 

 How consultees can respond to the consultation (see pages 22- 23); and 

 How feedback will be taken into account (see page 23). 

 

What is a Statement of Community Consultation? 
 
The Act provided a new regime for the development of NSIPs. The Planning Inspectorate is 
the body responsible for administering the planning process on behalf of the relevant 
Secretary of State (SoS) for an NSIP.  
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For such projects, the appointed Examining Authority (ExA) or Panel examines the 
application and will make a recommendation to the relevant Secretary of State, who will 
make the decision on whether to grant or to refuse development consent. 
 
This DCO Scheme comprises an NSIP for the purposes of the Act. NSDC therefore intends to 
make an application to the Planning Inspectorate, acting on behalf of the Secretary of State 
for Transport for a DCO under the Act to authorise the DCO Scheme.  
 
In determining the application, the Secretary of State will have regard to the National Policy 
Statement for National Networks which sets out the need for development of the national 
rail network.  
 
Consultation is a key part of the planning and development process. The Act requires 
developers (in this case, NSDC) to consult with individuals, groups and organisations 
affected by the proposed NSIP. This process is referred to as pre-application consultation 
and must be carried out before the application for a DCO can be submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 
This document sets out how NSDC intends to undertake its obligation to consult under the 
Act. 
 
As required under the Act, when the application is submitted, responses and views will be 
made clear in the Consultation Report which is submitted as one of the application 
documents as required under section 37 of the Act and the Infrastructure Planning 
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009. The Consultation Report 
will explain how we have taken responses and views into account (as required by section 49 
of the Act) during the development of the DCO Scheme proposals. 
 
Please note that all consultation responses received will be considered and potentially 
published within the DCO Scheme's Consultation Report. No personal details will be made 
public. 
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About MetroWest Phase 1 
 
The West of England’s population exceeded 1.1 million in 2016, and its economic prosperity 
is beginning to be constrained by its transport network. As demand on the transport 
network increases as a result of economic and population growth, further investment is 
needed to ensure the transport network is sufficiently accessible and has sufficient capacity 
and resilience to continue to meet the sub-region’s needs.   
 
MetroWest is a series of projects that will improve rail transport in the West of England by 
investing up to £200 million in a series of complimentary local rail projects. It will be jointly 
funded from multiple organisations including the West of England LEP, the Department for 
Transport (through a devolved major scheme grant), and the four West of England Councils. 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 is a scheme promoted by NSDC on behalf of the four West of England 
Councils. It is a priority for the West of England's local authorities and the West of England 
LEP, as it would connect over 50,000 additional people to the railway network.  
 
The DCO Scheme  
 
The MetroWest Phase 1 DCO Scheme comprises the delivery of infrastructure and 
passenger train operations to provide:  

i. a half hourly service for the Severn Beach line (hourly for St. Andrews Road station 
and Severn Beach station); 

ii. a half hourly service for Keynsham and Oldfield Park stations on the Bath Spa to 
Bristol line; and  

iii. an hourly service (or an “hourly service plus”) for a reopened Portishead branch line 
with new/re-opened stations at Portishead and Pill and also serving existing stations 
at Parson Street, Bedminster and Bristol Temple Meads.    

MetroWest Phase 1 proposed to re-open the Portishead branch line with works sufficient to 
enable a half hourly passenger train service each way. However, due to capital cost 
pressures, the decision was taken in mid-2017 to reduce the proposed service pattern to an 
hourly service or hourly service plus. 
 
The hourly service for the Portishead branch line entails passenger trains operating hourly 
all day between Portishead and Bristol Temple Meads, calling at Pill, Parson Street, and 
Bedminster. This provides up to 18 passenger trains in each direction per day (Mon-Sat), 
with approximately 10 passenger trains in each direction on Sundays.  
 
The alternative hourly service plus for the Portishead branch line entails passenger trains 
operating every 45 minutes during the am and pm peak and hourly off peak, between 
Portishead and Bristol Temple Meads, calling at Pill, Parson Street, and Bedminster. The 
hourly service plus option provides up to 20 passenger trains in each direction per day 
(Mon-Sat), with approximately 10 passenger trains in each direction on Sundays. 
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The reopening of the Portishead branch line requires consent via a Development Consent 
Order, and these works are referred to as the DCO Scheme. This revised SoCC sets out the 
promoter’s (NSDC) approach to how it intends to consult on the DCO Scheme.  
 
Other proposed rail improvements in MetroWest Phase 1 
 
The rest of the works required to operate the MetroWest Phase 1 train services are within 
their existing operational railway and will be carried out using Network Rail’s general 
permitted development rights. Therefore comments are not sought on these elements. 
 
MetroWest Phase 2 
 
MetroWest Phase 2 will introduce half hourly train services to Yate and hourly services on 
the Henbury line (which is currently freight-only). This does not form part of the application 
for the DCO Scheme and will be subject to separate consents at a later date.  
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DCO Scheme Description 
 

The NSIP, as defined under the Act, is a permanent railway approximately 5450 metres long 
from Quays Avenue, Portishead, North Somerset (OSGR ST471765) to Pill in North Somerset 
(OSGR ST520762). It comprises of the reconstruction of 4750 metres of disused railway from 
Quays Avenue in Portishead to the existing operational railway (the Portbury freight line) to 
the east of the M5 Motorway. The NSIP then comprises 750 metres of new track through Pill 
village parallel to the operational railway line from Portbury Dock. The NSIP terminates at a 
new junction east of Pill Viaduct (to be known as Pill Junction), where it connects with the 
existing operational railway.  
 

The associated permanent works in summary include: 
 

 a new station, station building, forecourt, car parks and highway modifications in 
Portishead; 

 new Trinity Primary School footbridge in Portishead; 

 a new maintenance compound and road rail access point off the highway at Sheepway 
near Portishead; 

 a new access for agricultural purposes to the west of Station Road, Portbury from the 
Portbury Hundred; 

 minor works to bridges and structures along the disused railway; 

 works to widen and strengthen the embankment where the disused railway meets the 
operational railway at Lodway Close in Pill; 

 replacing an existing rail bridge over the Avon Road / Lodway Close pedestrian and cycle 
underpass (to the west of Pill station) with a new wider bridge to support a new double 
track section of railway; 

 minor alterations to the Bridleway (LA8/66/10) and National Cycle Route 26 south of 
Royal Portbury Dock; 

 extension of bridleway LA8/67/10 north of the M5 underbridge to connect with the 
National Cycle Route 41 to the east of the M5 that connects with Pill; 

 construction of a new station at Pill on the site of the existing southern platform, with 
new access, forecourt and car park located on Monmouth Road; 

 a new emergency and maintenance access to Pill Tunnel eastern portal; 

 a new vehicular maintenance road rail access point from the highway of Clanage Road, 
Bower Ashton to the Portishead branch line Railway; and 

 various improvement works along the operational railway line between Pill and Ashton 
Junction. 

 

Whilst the Ashton Vale Road (Ashton Junction) level crossing will remain operational, and no 
alterations will be undertaken to the level crossing itself, the following works are proposed 
to reduce the highway traffic impact from the increased use of the level crossing: 
 

 Extension of the left turn flair lane on Winterstoke Road; 

 optimisation of the Ashton Vale Road signals and upgrade of signals to ‘MOVA’ 
(Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation - responsive to traffic conditions and 
often leads to junction capacity increases); and 

 provision of a ramp to the north of the level crossing to connect pedestrians and cyclists 
from Ashton Vale Road to Ashton Road. 

 



 

10 
 

In light of the possibility that Baron’s Close pedestrian level crossing may not be closed 
permanently before MetroWest Phase 1 opens, MetroWest Phase 1 is proposing to close it 
as part of the DCO Scheme. Alternative pedestrian access will be provided, utilising a 
pedestrian and cycle path (currently under construction by the MetroBus scheme) linking to 
the Ashton Vale Road level crossing and the proposed MetroWest Phase 1 pedestrian / cycle 
ramp. 
 

Improvements are also required along the operational railway line between Pill Junction and 
Ashton Junction, including replacement of ballast; minor works to bridges and structures; 
minor modifications to the vertical and horizontal alignment of the railway; new signalling; 
telecommunications including a mast in Avon Gorge, and aerials at Pill Tunnel and 
Portishead station; and new fencing for the entire branch line where natural boundaries are 
not sufficient. 
 

The geographic extent of the works in the DCO is shown in Figure 1 (see pages 24-29). These 
are the elements on which NSDC seeks your views.  
 
Most of the land required for the DCO Scheme is owned by NSDC or by Network Rail. Areas 
of land will be required for construction compounds, maintenance access routes, and 
permanent works such as the new highways. Where additional land is required temporarily 
or permanently for works, powers of compulsory acquisition will be sought under the DCO 
to be used where acquisition cannot be achieved through private agreement.  
 

Wider MetroWest Phase 1 works 
 

The following further elements are required for operation of the MetroWest Phase 1 train 
service, but are outside of the scope of the DCO Scheme. All are within Network Rail's 
operational boundary and can be implemented using their general permitted development 
rights: 

 Liberty Lane Freight Depot – a buffer stop and trap points are required at the depot 
entrance; 

 Parson Street Junction – partial junction renewal and upgrade of some signalling 
equipment; 

 Parson Street Station – minor platform and drainage works are required to bring 
platform 3 back into use; 

 Bedminster Down Relief Line – works will include the construction of a new 
crossover (turnout), renewal of approximately 1 km of track on the Down Carriage 
Line and associated signalling to enable the regulation of freight trains before 
entering the branch line; 

 Avonmouth and Severn Beach signalling – minor signalling works are required to 
enable a longer layover period for passenger trains at Avonmouth and Severn Beach 
stations; and 

 Bathampton Turnback – a new crossover between the existing Up line to London and 
the Down line to Bristol allowing trains terminating at Bath Spa (from Bristol) to 
reverse at Bathampton. 
 

As these works will be carried out by Network Rail, using their general permitted 
development rights, comments are not sought by NSDC on them.  
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Assessing Environmental Impacts 

 
Under the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 
(EIA Regulations), NSDC as promoter of the DCO Scheme is required to undertake an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to identify likely significant environmental effects of 
the DCO Scheme. The results of the EIA will be published in an Environmental Statement 
(ES) that will accompany the DCO application for the DCO Scheme. A Non-Technical 
Summary (NTS) of the ES will also be provided. 

The EIA Regulations also require us to set out in the SoCC how we intend to publicise and 
consult on the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI). 

Scoping Report & Scoping Opinion 

In order to agree the environmental studies required for the EIA with statutory consultees, 
we submitted a Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate in June 2015. This document 
included information on the approach to EIA for the DCO Scheme, an indicative description 
for the works, and a summary of potential impacts which will be assessed. The Scoping 
Report comprises the PEI for the first stage of Community Consultation.   

The Scoping Report is available on the DCO Scheme website at 
www.travelwest.info/metrowest  

In August 2015 the Planning Inspectorate issued its Scoping Opinion for the DCO Scheme. 
This can also be found at www.travelwest.info/metrowest  

DCO Scheme Benefits 

In part through the Scoping Report and Scoping Opinion, we have identified the following 
potential public benefits which may result from the DCO Scheme:  

 economic growth through enhancing transport links to major employment centres 
across the West of England; 

 enhanced rail capacity on the local network; 

 more resilient local transport with quicker, more frequent and more reliable journey 
times; 

 improved accessibility to the rail network with new and re-opened rail stations; 

 improved quality of life through a positive contribution to social well‐being and life 
opportunities; 

 reduced traffic congestion due the shift from road to rail; and 

 reduced environmental impact of the transport network due to encouraging the 
shift from road to rail. 

  

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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Previous consultation  
 
Non-statutory Consultation on the DCO Scheme 

In December 2013/January 2014, the West of England LEP consulted on their Strategic Plan, 
which identified MetroWest Phases 1 and 2 as a funding priority. 
 
Non-statutory consultation on the location of Portishead railway station took place in June 
and July 2014. Two consultation events were held at Portishead Methodist Church, where 
stakeholders were able to meet the project team.  
 
Three possible locations for the station were presented in the consultation and a total of 
421 consultation responses were received. Following the consultation, the preferred 
location was selected and the decision to apply for consent for the DCO Scheme with the 
new station in that location was made by Councillors leading on promotion of the DCO 
Scheme in March 2015.  
 

Stage 1 Community Consultation 

The Stage 1 consultation started in June 2015, guided by the original SoCC, and lasted six 

weeks. The main subjects of the consultation were, in summary:  

 Portishead – site of the new station and the proposed footbridge by Trinity Primary 

School; 

 Pill – site of the new station and railway works including double-tracking and access 

to Pill tunnel; 

 Footbridge – linking to Trinity Primary School; and 

 Associated works – including changes to the National Cycle Network 26; double 

tracking, signalling and bridge works in Pill; and emergency access to Pill Tunnel. 

The consultation was widely publicised through the local press, local exhibitions, letters and 
leaflets. There were a large number of local respondents, with 600 people attending the 
exhibitions, and 858 people responding to the consultation questionnaire. In addition, seven 
statutory consultees besides a number of landowners responded to the consultation. 
Overall, 95 per cent of the respondents supported the scheme, either entirely or mainly. 

In December 2015, we provided the preliminary findings of the first stage consultation, 
making this information available online to the local community: see 
www.travelwest.info/metrowest  

The comments received through the Stage 1 Community Consultation have helped to shape 
the DCO Scheme, informing the ongoing assessment work being undertaken to understand 
the following potential impacts: 

 temporary disruption of the road network at Quays Avenue/Harbour Road in 
Portishead and in the vicinity of Pill station during construction; 

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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 local traffic issues associated with increased demand to the Portishead and Pill 
station locations during operation; 

 traffic impacts to the increased use of the level crossing by trains at the Ashton Vale 
Road industrial estate; 

 noise impacts associated with the new passenger trains; 

 temporary construction impacts on local households, including increased traffic and 
noise during construction; 

 increased visual intrusion due to the loss of vegetation and new stations and bridges; 
and 

 increased disturbance and local air emissions through the Avon Gorge Woodlands 
Special Area of Conservation, Avon Gorge Site of Special Scientific Interest and Leigh 
Woods National Nature Reserve. 

Topic Specific Consultations at Pill and Ashton Vale 

In February and March 2016, the MetroWest Phase 1 project undertook two smaller 
(informal, non-statutory) consultations over a four week period, concerning Pill rail station 
and the existing Ashton Vale Road level crossing and access to the adjoining industrial 
estate. Both consultations included a public exhibition where property owners, local 
organisations, local stakeholders and members of the public had an opportunity to provide 
feedback to the project team. Letters were sent to property owners within close proximity 
of the two proposals and the consultations also included an online consultation portal with 
details of the proposals and an online consultation feedback form, and details about other 
ways to provide feedback. 

A second non-statutory consultation on access to Ashton Vale Road took place in November 
2016. This sought views on two of the highway options still being considered as a result of 
the previous micro-consultation, with a new third option. The methodology for consulting 
with affected parties was repeated; letters were sent and an exhibition held locally. Views 
were gathered through the same feedback channels. 

In March 2017, the project was changed to provide one passenger train per hour for the 
Portishead branch line instead of two trains per hour. This halving of the number of 
passenger trains significantly reduced the level crossing barrier down time. As a result we no 
longer propose to provide alternative highway access to Ashton Vale Road. 

Previous Consultation Timetable 

Month Consultation Activity 

June and July 2014  Consultation on the location of the new Portishead 
station (completed)  

May and June 2015 Statutory consultation with the local authorities on the 
content of the original SoCC (completed)  

June 2015 Publication of notice of the original SoCC and deposit 
of the original SoCC in Council buildings, including local 
libraries and on the DCO Scheme website (completed) 

June – August 2015 Stage 1 Community Consultation in accordance with 
the original SoCC (completed) 
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Month Consultation Activity 

February and March 2016 Topic specific consultations at Pill and Ashton Gate 
(completed) 

March and April 2016 Statutory consultation with the local authorities on the 
content of the revised SoCC (completed) 

November and December 2016 Topic specific consultation at Ashton Gate (completed) 

November and December 2016 Further statutory consultation with the local 
authorities on the content of the revised SoCC 
(completed) 

July – September 2017 Final statutory consultation with the local authorities 
on the content of the revised SoCC (completed) 
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Stage 2 Community Consultation 

NSDC’s Stage 2 Community Consultation as promoter of the DCO Scheme is the key pre-
application consultation required under the Act. It will start in October 2017 and run until 
December 2017. It will be advertised in the Bristol Post, Western Daily Press, North 
Somerset Life and the MetroWest electronic newsletter. Posters will be placed in 
appropriate locations, and stakeholder groups and relevant organisations briefed. The 
TravelWest website will also promote it, and Twitter will be actively updated. It will take 
place at the same time as official notice of the intended application is published in the local 
and national press (under section 48 of the Act) and consultation is undertaken with local 
authorities, statutory consultees and landowners, under section 42 of the Act.  
 
Stage 2 Community Consultation will include an updated PEI Report (which will be in the 
form of a draft ES). The updated PEI will provide a description of the proposals and baseline 
information to date. It will also set out the potential impacts of the DCO Scheme, as 
identified by the ongoing assessment work since the Stage 1 Community Consultation that 
was held in 2015, together with possible measures to reduce, prevent or offset the 
anticipated impacts where these have been settled.  
 
The updated PEI will be available for inspection at www.travelwest.info/metrowest, at 
public exhibitions and at document deposit locations. For the details of where to find these 
exhibitions and document deposit locations, see Figure 2 (pages 30 - 32). 

Stage 2 of the Community Consultation will enable local communities to have the most up 
to date information possible to comment on the proposals prior to the submission of the 
application (which will contain the full ES, with full details of the DCO Scheme and its 
environmental effects), and therefore help to shape the DCO Scheme proposals in advance 
of submission of the application to the Planning Inspectorate.  

All responses to Stage 2 Community Consultation will be collated and considered by the 
DCO Scheme team and potentially published within the DCO Scheme's Consultation Report 
that will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate with the application for development 
consent. A summary of responses to consultation, and the outcome of the DCO Scheme’s 
team's consideration of them, will be reported to the Planning Inspectorate in the 
Consultation Report. No personal details will be made public. 
 

Consultation Timetable  
 
The table below sets out the preliminary timetable for consultation on the DCO Scheme up 
to submission of the application for development consent. 
 

Month Consultation Activity 

 
October – December 2017 

Stage 2 Community Consultation in accordance with this 
revised SoCC (dates and details to be advertised closer to the 
time) 

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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Month Consultation Activity 

October - December 2017 Formal consultation with statutory consultees such as local 
authorities and other stakeholders (this is outside the scope 
of the SoCC) 

December – March 2018 Consideration of outcomes from consultation exercises and 
preparation of application for DCO 

 Spring / Summer 2018 Submission of application to the Planning Inspectorate 
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Scope of Consultation 
 
In accordance with Section 47 of the Act, we are required to consult with people in the 
vicinity of the DCO Scheme.  

Consultation with the relevant local authorities on the preparation and revision of the SoCC 
has helped to identify the local communities and determine the consultation methods most 
appropriate to ensure an inclusive process. This included the identification of hard-to-hear 
groups and ways of enabling these groups to access relevant information. Consultation will 
include engaging with disability and equality groups and forums, the use of social media to 
raise awareness among young people, and ensuring documents are available in libraries for 
people without internet access. 

We will be focussing our consultation with the communities identified in Figure 1 (the Tier 1 
Communities) on pages 24 - 29. These communities have been identified due to their 
proximity to the DCO Scheme and their potential to be affected by the DCO Scheme (i.e. 
within 200 metres of the DCO Scheme and 400 metres around Portishead and Pill stations). 
In order to identify the Tier 1 consultation area, we considered the scope of the DCO 
Scheme’s construction and operational impacts. These include noise, air quality, and 
landscape and visual impacts resulting from the scheme. 

We have also considered the Tier 2 Communities, i.e. people who will be indirectly affected 
by the DCO Scheme, but who are not close enough to be physically affected by it. These 
include residents in Portishead and Pill who live further than 400 metres from the DCO 
Scheme. 
 
However, anyone can comment on the proposals and, as set out in the next section, written 
information will be made widely available to ensure that the consultation is accessible and 
effective. 
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How will we consult with Local Communities?  
 
Structure of Statutory Consultation 

Formal statutory consultation will be structured around a series of exhibition events and an 
online consultation website, along with a number of supporting consultation documents.  

We recognise that different individuals, groups and organisations will have different 
requirements for receiving and responding to consultation information, and our 
consultation process will reflect this. Therefore we will inform the community of the 
consultation's start dates, together with the dates and locations of its exhibition events. We 
will do so using the following methods:   

 Mail drop: we will write directly to the Tier 1 Communities, providing details of the 
consultation, where information can be viewed and how to submit comments. 

 Newsletter: we will promote the consultation in an email newsletter, which will be 
distributed to around 990 subscribers who are interested in transport issues. 

 Leaflets: we will hand out leaflets at local relevant locations such as Portishead High 
Street and Bristol Temple Meads Railway Station to promote the consultation. 

 Press adverts: we will place adverts promoting the consultation in appropriate 
publications at the relevant time. 

 Press releases: we will issue information to local media outlets (newspapers, radio 
and TV) to encourage media coverage of the consultation. 

 Posters: we will place posters in Portishead Town Council and Pill Parish Council 
offices; Portishead and Pill libraries; and other strategic locations such as North 
Somerset and Bristol City Council offices, libraries along the route, supermarkets and 
local shops, village halls, leisure centres, and community notice boards to promote 
the consultations and explain where to view information and how to submit 
comments. 

 Stakeholders, groups and organisations: we will engage with a broad range of 
stakeholder groups and organisations - including local campaign and interest groups 
- in an appropriate manner including briefings and meetings as required. They will be 
kept informed by regular electronic newsletters. 

 Website: we will promote the consultation on the TravelWest website, which will 
include a direct link to the consultation webpage. 

 Social media: we will promote the consultation through the DCO Scheme’s Twitter 
account, providing a direct link to the online consultation webpage. 

To engage with hard-to-hear sectors of the communities, the following groups will be 
included: 

 Bristol Women’s Voice; 

 Bristol Disability Equality Forum; 

 Bristol BME Voice; 

 Bristol Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual and Transgender Forum; 

 Bristol Older People’s Forum; 

 North Somerset Black, and Minority Ethnic Network; 

 North Somerset Disability Access Group; and 
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 North Somerset Partnership. 

The Tier 2 Communities will be made aware of the statutory consultation by the newsletters 
(where they have subscribed), press adverts, press releases, posters, website and social 
media. On the day of each of the events, postcards containing the consultation details will 
be handed out to people passing close to the venues, and at Bristol Temple Meads Station 
to target commuters. 

Consultation Events for Stage 2 Community Consultation 
 
Consultation events will be held in the areas that are potentially most affected by the 
proposals. However, those who are not directly affected may also wish to take part in the 
events. 
 
For Stage 2 Community Consultation, staffed public exhibitions will be held in the following 
locations:  
 

 10th November 2017, 12:30pm – 7.30pm – Somerset Hall, The Precinct, High Street, 
Portishead BS20 6AH 

 15th November 2017, 12:30pm – 7.30pm – Engine Shed, Station Approach, Bristol, 
BS1 6QH 

 21st November 2017, 13:30pm – 7.30pm  – Trinity School, Marjoram Way, 
Portishead, BS20 7JF 

 22nd November 2017, 12:30pm – 7.30pm – Ashton Gate Stadium, Ashton Road, 

Bristol, BS3 2EJ 

 23rd November 2017, 4:00pm – 7:00pm – Long Ashton Community Centre, Keedwell 

Hill, Long Ashton, BS41 9DP 

 24th November 2017, 12:30pm – 7.30pm – Pill Community Centre, Pill, BS20 0AE 

 
Exhibition boards will then be on display at an unmanned exhibition at the following 
location: 
 

 27th November- 1st December 2017, 9:00am – 5:00pm – 100 Temple Street, Bristol, 
BS1 6AG 

 
Figure 2 (pages 30 – 32) illustrates the locations of consultation events. 
 
Documents Available  

E-copies of the consultation documents will be available during the consultation period on 
the consultation website at www.travelwest.info/metrowest Paper copies of the 
consultation documents will also be available during the consultation period at NSDC and 
BCC offices, and at other publicly accessible buildings including local libraries (details of 
locations are set out below). These consultation documents will include the revised SoCC as 
well as Planning Inspectorate Advice Notes on how the public can get involved in the 
development consent process.  

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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The details of the locations where paper copies of the consultation documents for stage 2 
Community Consultation can be found are as follows: 

North Somerset  

 Castlewood North Somerset Office, Tickenham Road, Clevedon BS21 6FW 
Monday to Friday 08-30 to 17-00  
 

 Long Ashton Library, Lovelinch Gardens, Long Ashton BS41 9AH 
Tuesday 09-30* to 12-30; 13-30 to 17-00 (*10-00 3rd Tuesday of the month) 
Thursday 09-30 to 12-30; 13-30 to 17-00 
Saturday 09-30 to 13-00 
 

 Pill Library, Crockerne House, Underbanks, Pill BS20 0AT 
Tuesday 09-30 to 12-30 
Wednesday 13-30 to 17-00 
Friday 09-30 to 12-30; 13-30 to 17-00 
Saturday 09-30 to 12-30 
 

 Portishead Library, Horatio House, 24 Harbour Road, Portishead BS20 7AL 
Tuesday 09-30** to 17-00 (**10-00 2nd Tuesday of the month) 
Wednesday 09-30 to 17-00 
Thursday 09-30 to 17-00 
Friday 09-30 to 17-00 
Saturday 09-30 to 13-00 
Sunday 10-30 to 14-30 
 

 Weston-super-Mare Library, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare 
BS23 1UJ 
Monday to Friday 08-30 to 20-00 
Saturday 08-30 to 19-00 
This library is partially staffed during these times. Times reflect the opening times of 
the town hall. 

Bristol City 

 Bedminster Library, 4 St Peter’s Court, Bedminster Parade, Bristol BS3 4AQ 
Monday 10-00 to 19-00 
Wednesday 10-00 to 19-00 
Thursday 10-00 to 17-00 
Friday 10-00 to 17-00 
Saturday 10-00 to 17-00 
 

 Bristol Central Library, College Green, Bristol BS1 5TL 
Monday 10-00 to 19-00 
Tuesday 10-00 to 19-00 
Thursday 10-00 to 19-00 
Friday 10-00 to 17-00 
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Saturday 10-00 to 17-00 
Sunday 13-00 to 17-00 
 

 Marksbury Road Library, Marksbury Road, Bedminster, Bristol BS3 5LG 
Tuesday 10-00 to 17-00 
Thursday 10-00 to 17-00 
Saturday 11-00 to 17-00 
 

 Citizen Service Point, Bristol City Council, 100 Temple Street, BS1 6AG 
Monday to Friday 9-00 to 17-00 
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What are We Consulting On? 
 
Consultation will be carried out on issues relating to the whole of the proposed DCO 
Scheme. It will include potential impacts of the proposed development. Consultation will 
seek views on topics including: 

 the DCO Scheme; 

 any concerns about the DCO Scheme; 

 the design proposals for Portishead station; 

 the proposed highways changes in Portishead; 

 the proposed footbridge near Trinity Primary School; 

 the proposals for Pill station; 

 noise from new passenger trains; 

 works affecting the Avon Gorge and its natural habitats; 

 the proposed changes to Ashton Vale Road crossing and the closure of Barons Close 
(Ashton Containers) pedestrian crossing in Ashton Vale; and 

 the DCO Scheme's likely environmental impacts and appropriate mitigation 
proposals. 

Other Consultations in the Area 
 
The following consultations are not related to the MetroWest Project, but may be taking 
place during the consultation period for the DCO Scheme.  
 

Consultation Consulting body Date 
New South Gloucestershire 
Local Plan 

South Gloucestershire 
Council 

Draft Plan – Winter 2017 (6 
weeks)  

West of England Joint 
Spatial Plan and Joint 
Transport Study 

West of England Councils 
Autumn/Winter 2017 

 
 

Keeping People Informed of the DCO Application Process  
 
The DCO Scheme’s team will keep people informed of the DCO application process by: 

 inviting people to sign up to the MetroWest email newsletter to receive Project 
updates (www.travelwest.info/metrowest); 

 providing updates through the media (press releases); and 

 providing updates on www.travelwest.info/metrowest and Twitter links (https:// 

twitter.com/metrowestrail) to these updates. 

How to Submit your Views 

Whilst your views are welcomed throughout the development of the DCO Scheme, we 
request that responses to the second stage of statutory consultation (comprising 

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
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simultaneous consultations under sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Act) should be received 
from the start of the consultation in late October 2017 for 6 weeks. 

In response to our statutory consultation, you can submit your views in a number of ways. 
You can complete the online feedback form at www.travelwest.info/metrowest, and you 
can complete a feedback form (on paper) available either at one of our public exhibitions or 
at one of the locations listed on pages 19 to 21 of this document, before returning your 
feedback form to:  
 
West of England Councils MetroWest 

3 Rivergate 

Temple Way 

Bristol 

BS1 6ER 

 
Responses can also be emailed to metrowest@westofengland.org  
 

How Feedback will be Taken into Account  
 
All relevant responses to the statutory consultation (i.e. those received before the end of 
the consultation period in December 2017) will be recorded, reviewed and considered as 
part of the consultation process.  
 
We will publish a Consultation Report outlining the relevant responses received and 
explaining how we have taken them into account in developing the DCO Scheme. The 
Report will be submitted as part of the application for development consent. If responses on 
a particular issue have not resulted in a change to the proposed development, the 
Consultation Report will explain why.  
 
As there may be a large number of responses, the Consultation Report may group 
comments into broad issues of concern. No personal details will be made public. 
  

http://www.travelwest.info/metrowest
mailto:metrowest@westofengland.org
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Figure 1 – DCO Scheme and Tier 1 Consultation Areas (pages 24 – 29)
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Portishead Library 

Deposit location Pill Library 

Deposit location 

Long Ashton Library 

Deposit location 

Somerset Hall 

Manned exhibition Pill Community Centre 

Manned exhibition 

Long Ashton Community Centre 

Manned exhibition 

Trinity School 

Manned exhibition 

Figure 2 - Deposit and Exhibition Locations in North Somerset and Bristol (pages 30 – 32) 
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North Somerset Council, 

Castlewood Office 

Deposit location 

Weston-super-Mare 

library, Town Hall 

Deposit location 
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Marksbury Road library 

Deposit location 

Bedminster library 

Deposit location 

Bristol City Council, 100 Temple Street 

Deposit location and unmanned exhibition 

Engine Shed 

Manned exhibition 

Bristol Central library 

Deposit location 

Ashton Gate Stadium 

Manned exhibition 



 

 

Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest Phase 1) 

TR040011 

Applicant: North Somerset District Council 

 

5.1  –  Consultation Report and Appendices  

Appendix D2: Copies of the second SoCC newspaper notices 

 

Planning Act 2008: Sections 37(3) 

 

Author: North Somerset District Council 

Date: November 2019 

 



 

 

  



The Bristol PostThe Bristol Post

EPB-E01-S2

EPB-E01-S2

44 Thursday, September 14, 2017 45Thursday, September 14, 2017

Private: 03448 475026

Property

24/7Advertising for private and trade

Public

Notices SELL
ONLINE

���� ��� ����

thepropertybuyingcompany.co.uk

0800 024 8500
LINES OPEN 24/7

up to
£50,000 CASH ADVANCE

*on exchange of contracts maximum 10% of purchase price.

Any condition, any location

Completion date to suit you
(as quick as 7 days)

Instant cash offer

No costs / No obligation

WE WILL BUY YOUR HOUSE FOR CASH
4.9 Average |

FREE FROM LANDLINES, MOBILES MAY VARY

Park & Caravan
Homes

Sold£55

bristolpost.co.uk/bookonline

Self-serve it

FORFREE £

bristolpost.co.uk/bookonline

Sold£15

Self-serve it
INSTANTLY

Park Home
residential
near Bristol

Park Home, Residential.
1 Bedroom. Lounge Fitted
Kitchen, Wet Room. Central
Heating Double Glazed.
Laminate Floors, Curtains
included. Newly decorated
ready to move in to. Small

manageable Garden
£82,500

EPC Rating: N/A

tel: 01275 836420

Public Notices

2 BEDROOM FLAT
Bedminster. Ground floor.

Recent build in private block
of 4. Parking, Unfurnished.
Fridge/Freezer and Washing
Machine. GCH. Long term

rental. Professionals, no pets/
smokers. 1 Months rent in

advance.
£850 pcm
EPC Rating: C

Tel: 07974 810355

Section 47(6) Planning Act 2008
METROWEST PHASE 1

NOTICE OF DEPOSIT – REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
North Somerset District Council (the Council) has placed on deposit for inspection (free of charge) at the locations listed below
a revised Statement of Community Consultation (Revised SoCC). This is for the proposed reopening of the Portishead railway
line for passenger services and associated works (part of Phase 1 of the MetroWest proposals) (the Project). The Revised
SoCC explains how the Council will consult on the Project with the local community, residents, businesses and organisations
in the area, provides updates on the changes to the Project since June 2015, summarises the first round of statutory
consultation under Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and provides details of the second round of statutory consultation from
Monday 23 October to Monday 4 December 2017.
As the Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, the Council will apply to the Planning Inspectorate for
a Development Consent Order under the requirements of the Planning Act 2008.
The Council is required to consult with local communities before the application is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. The
Council is also required to produce a Consultation Report detailing how the public’s views have been taken into consideration
and how the consultation requirements of the Planning Act 2008 have been complied with.
MetroWest Phase 1 is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development and so the Council will prepare an
Environmental Statement to accompany the application to the Planning Inspectorate. Preliminary Environmental Information
will be made available for people to inspect at the locations listed below, as well as at www.travelwest.info/metrowest.
Where the Revised SoCC can be viewed from Monday 18 September to Monday 4 December 2017

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Castlewood North Somerset
Council Office, Tickenham
Road, Clevedon BS21 6FW

08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to
17-00

Closed Closed

Long Ashton Library,
Lovelinch Gardens,
Long Ashton BS41 9AH

Closed *09-30 – 12-30;
13-30 – 17-
00 (*10-00
3rd Tuesday in
the month)

Closed 09-30 –
12-30;
13-30 –
17-00

Closed 09-30 –
13-00

Closed

Pill Library, Crockerne
House, Underbanks, Pill
BS20 0AT

Closed 09-30 to
12-30

13-30 to
17-00

Closed 09-30 to
12-30;
13-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
13-00

Closed

Portishead Library, Horatio
House, 24 Harbour Road,
Portishead BS20 7AL

Closed *09-30 to 17-
00 (*10-00
2nd Tuesday of
the month)

09-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
13-00

10-30
to
14-30

Weston-super-Mare Library,
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove
Road, Weston-super-Mare
BS23 1UJ

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
19-00

Closed

Bedminster Library,
4 St Peter’s Court, Bedminster
Parade, Bristol BS3 4AQ

10-00 to
19-00

Closed 10-00 to
19-00

10-00 to
17-00

10-00 to
17-00

10-00 to
17-00

Closed

Bristol Central Library,
College Green, Bristol
BS1 5TL

10-00 to
19-00

10-00 to
19-00

Closed 10-00 to
19-00

10-00 to
17-00

10-00 to
17-00

13-00
to
17-00

Marksbury Road Library,
Marksbury Road,
Bedminster, Bristol BS3 5LG

Closed 10-00 to
17-00

Closed 10-00 to
17-00

Closed 11-00 to
17-00

Closed

Citizen Service Point, Bristol
City Council, 100 Temple
Street, BS1 6AG

09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to
17-00

Closed Closed

The Revised SoCC is also available on the MetroWest Phase 1 website at www.travelwest.info/metrowest.
Public Exhibitions
Members of the Project team will be available to answer queries on the second round of statutory consultation under Section
47 at public information events being held by the Council at the following locations and times:

Location Event Date / Time

Somerset Hall, The Precinct,
High Street, Portishead BS20 6AH

Public Information Day Friday 10 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Engine Shed, Station Approach, Bristol,
BS1 6QH

Public Information Day Wednesday 15 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Trinity Anglican Primary School,
Marjoram Way, Portishead, BS20 7JF

Public Information Day Tuesday 21 November between 13-30 – 19-30

Ashton Gate Stadium, Ashton Road,
Bristol BS3 2EJ

Public Information Day Wednesday 22 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Long Ashton Community Centre
Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton,
Bristol, BS41 9DP

Public Information Day Thursday 23rd November between 15-30 – 19-30

Pill Community Centre, Church Place,
Pill, Bristol BS20 0AE

Public Information Day Friday 24 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Citizen Service Point, Bristol City
Council, 100 Temple St, Bristol BS1 6HT

Unmanned exhibition Monday 27 November – Friday 1 December
between 09-00 – 17-00

Have your say
Whilst your views are welcomed throughout the development of the Project, responses should be received from the start of
the second round of statutory consultation under Section 47 on 23 October 2017 to the end of the consultation period on
4 December 2017.
In response to the statutory consultation, you can submit your views in a number of ways. You can complete the online
feedback form at www.travelwest.info/metrowest, and you can complete a feedback form (on paper) available either at the
public exhibitions or at the locations listed above, before returning your feedback form to:
West of England Councils MetroWest
3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER
Responses can also be emailed to metrowest@westofengland.org
Following the consultation, the plans will be finalised and an application is expected to be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate in Spring/ Summer 2018.
James Willcock
Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ

Property For Sale

Sold£30

bristolpost.co.uk

Self-serve it
SECURELY

FISHPONDS
LODGE CAUSEWAY

Spacious 1 bed unfurnished
first floor flat. Suit

professional couple. No pets/
children/Housing benefit. Just
been refitted. Available 16th

September.

£595 pcm plus bills and
deposit

EPC Rating: N/A

Tel: 07870
560662

Detached 4 bed
in Pontypool

Immaculate Cotswold stone
4 bedrooms, 3 reception.
Built in 2016. Quiet road,

fabulous views of the Brecon
Beacons. Very economical
to run. Family commitments
force this reluctant sale.

£264,995 ono

EPC Rating: B

Tel: 07476
668928

or 01495 740270

FREE for any itemunder
£100, higher priced items
just £10whenbooked
online. Excludes pets,
motors and trade.

Sold£20

bristolpost.co.uk

Self-serve it
ONLINE

Property Wanted

Property to Let

Property Wanted

Print Advertising Digital Advertising Social Media Website Creation Paid Search Advertising Online Video

Whether you wish to reach as many
people as possible or target specific
groups, you’ll want to take advantage
of our huge online audience.
We have a range of cost-effective
multi-format advertising options
that will help you do just that, from
classic high-impact positions to
dominant page takeovers.

Online Marketing Service

Digital Display Advertising

Kickstart your
business ambitions

Find the answers to all your marketing questions at

southwest.trinitymirror.com
Trinity Mirror South West

24/7Advertising for private and trade

Personals
All adverts must be pre-booked using a credit card. Advertisers
in this classification must provide a verified name and address.
we reserve the right to refuse advertisements and undertake to
forward information to the relevant authorities upon request.

Personal Services/Massage

ADAM & EVE £40 24hrs 7
days a week. 35 West Street, Old
Market. Tel 0117 3294229

CLAIRE'S 24HR visiting
service. Discreet and reliable. Tel:
07756 688280

ENGLISH ROSE sexy female
£40 special. Telephone: 07763
485729 or 0117 3294243

EBONY LISA. In/out calls.
Discreet parking available. Tel
Lisa 07504 221695

SEXY LADY offers fun filled
discreet service. In Calls. No
withhelds. 07899 673977

DIAMONDS BRISTOL'S best
Ring for details - Tel. 0117
9774659. 363 Bath Road.

SHADOWS 24HR Massage.
In/out calls. 6 Denmark St, City
Centre, Tel 0117 9272927.

Personal Services/Massage

Fall into
good habits

FREE
mags INSIDE
this weekend

bristolpost.co.uk/bookonline

Sold£70

Self-serve it

FORFREE £

54 Old Market Street
Tel: 0117 9226944
Fully Refurbished

Looking for new staff | 10am till late
www.centralmassagebristol.co.uk

£5
o
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uc

he
r

CENTRAL
MASSAGE
£45

©
L
W

£1.50/msg. 18+ fantasy chat. Text STOP to
69996 to end. xTxt.co

The Club
32/34 Midland Road, bS2 0JY

Tel: 0117 9273207
Bristol's VIP Massage Studio

Walking distance from
town centre.

bATh ROAD
387 bath Road,

brislington, bS4 3eu
Tel: 0117 9720310
Fabulous massage by

fabulous staff.

bristolpost.co.uk/bookonline

Self-serve it
SECURELY
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SOLD
£35

somersetlive.co.uk/bookonline

Self-serve it
ONLINE

Self-serve
and save time

Section 47(6) Planning Act 2008
METROWEST PHASE 1

NOTICE OF DEPOSIT – REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
North Somerset District Council (the Council) has placed on deposit for inspection (free of charge) at the locations listed below
a revised Statement of Community Consultation (Revised SoCC). This is for the proposed reopening of the Portishead railway
line for passenger services and associated works (part of Phase 1 of the MetroWest proposals) (the Project). The Revised
SoCC explains how the Council will consult on the Project with the local community, residents, businesses and organisations
in the area, provides updates on the changes to the Project since June 2015, summarises the first round of statutory
consultation under Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and provides details of the second round of statutory consultation from
Monday 23 October to Monday 4 December 2017.
As the Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, the Council will apply to the Planning Inspectorate for
a Development Consent Order under the requirements of the Planning Act 2008.
The Council is required to consult with local communities before the application is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.
The Council is also required to produce a Consultation Report detailing how the public’s views have been taken into
consideration and how the consultation requirements of the Planning Act 2008 have been complied with.
MetroWest Phase 1 is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development and so the Council will prepare an Environmental
Statement to accompany the application to the Planning Inspectorate. Preliminary Environmental Information will be made
available for people to inspect at the locations listed below, as well as at www.travelwest.info/metrowest.
Where the Revised SoCC can be viewed from Monday 18 September to Monday 4 December 2017

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Castlewood North
Somerset Council
Office, Tickenham
Road, Clevedon
BS21 6FW

08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to 17-00 08-30 to
17-00

08-30 to 17-00 08-30 to
17-00

Closed Closed

Long Ashton Library,
Lovelinch Gardens,
Long Ashton
BS41 9AH

Closed *09-30 –
12-30; 13-30 –
17-00 (*10-00
3rd Tuesday in
the month)

Closed 09-30 – 12-30;
13-30 – 17-00

Closed 09-30 –
13-00

Closed

Pill Library,
Crockerne House,
Underbanks, Pill
BS20 0AT

Closed 09-30 to 12-30 13-30 to
17-00

Closed 09-30 to
12-30;
13-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
13-00

Closed

Portishead Library,
Horatio House,
24 Harbour Road,
Portishead BS20 7AL

Closed *09-30 to 17-
00 (*10-00
2nd Tuesday of
the month)

09-30 to
17-00

09-30 to 17-00 09-30 to
17-00

09-30 to
13-00

10-30 to
14-30

Weston-super-Mare
Library, Town Hall,
Walliscote Grove
Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 1UJ

08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to 20-00 08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to 20-00 08-30 to
20-00

08-30 to
19-00

Closed

Bedminster Library,
4 St Peter’s Court,
Bedminster Parade,
Bristol BS3 4AQ

10-00 to
19-00

Closed 10-00 to
19-00

10-00 to 17-00 10-00 to
17-00

10-00 to
17-00

Closed

Bristol Central
Library,
College Green,
Bristol BS1 5TL

10-00 to
19-00

10-00 to 19-00 Closed 10-00 to 19-00 10-00 to
17-00

10-00 to
17-00

13-00 to
17-00

Marksbury Road
Library, Marksbury
Road, Bedminster,
Bristol BS3 5LG

Closed 10-00 to 17-00 Closed 10-00 to 17-00 Closed 11-00 to
17-00

Closed

Citizen Service Point,
Bristol City Council,
100 Temple Street,
BS1 6AG

09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to 17-00 09-00 to
17-00

09-00 to 17-00 09-00 to
17-00

Closed Closed

The Revised SoCC is also available on the MetroWest Phase 1 website at www.travelwest.info/metrowest.
Public Exhibitions
Members of the Project team will be available to answer queries on the second round of statutory consultation under Section
47 at public information events being held by the Council at the following locations and times:

Location Event Date / Time
Somerset Hall,
The Precinct,
High Street, Portishead BS20 6AH

Public Information Day Friday 10 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Engine Shed,
Station Approach,
Bristol, BS1 6QH

Public Information Day Wednesday 15 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Trinity Anglican Primary School,
Marjoram Way,
Portishead, BS20 7JF

Public Information Day Tuesday 21 November between 13-30 – 19-30

Ashton Gate Stadium, Ashton Road,
Bristol BS3 2EJ

Public Information Day Wednesday 22 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Long Ashton Community Centre
Keedwell Hill, Long Ashton,
Bristol, BS41 9DP

Public Information Day Thursday 23rd November between 15-30 – 19-30

Pill Community Centre,
Church Place,
Pill, Bristol BS20 0AE

Public Information Day Friday 24 November between 12-30 – 19-30

Citizen Service Point, Bristol City
Council, 100 Temple St, Bristol
BS1 6HT

Unmanned exhibition Monday 27 November – Friday 1 December between
09-00 – 17-00

Have your say
Whilst your views are welcomed throughout the development of the Project, responses should be received from the start of
the second round of statutory consultation under Section 47 on 23 October 2017 to the end of the consultation period on
4 December 2017.
In response to the statutory consultation, you can submit your views in a number of ways. You can complete the online
feedback form at www.travelwest.info/metrowest, and you can complete a feedback form (on paper) available either at the
public exhibitions or at the locations listed above, before returning your feedback form to:
West of England Councils MetroWest
3 Rivergate, Temple Way, Bristol, BS1 6ER
Responses can also be emailed to metrowest@westofengland.org
Following the consultation, the plans will be finalised and an application is expected to be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate in Spring/ Summer 2018.
James Willcock
Project Manager MetroWest Phase 1
North Somerset Council, Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ
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NORTH SOMERSET
DISTRICT COUNCIL

LANGFORD LANE, LANGFORD,
NORTH SOMERSET

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF
USE BY VEHICLES)

ORDER 2017
Notice is hereby given that
North Somerset District Council
in pursuance of the provisions
of section 14 of the Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
as amended, have made an
order the effect of which will be
to close, temporarily, to vehicles
the lengths of roads specified in
the Schedule to this Notice.
This order was required because
of the likelihood of danger to
the public consequent upon
work by Wessex Water to carry
out sewer renovation works.
This will become operative
on the 2 October 2017
for a maximum period of
eighteen months. However,
the closures may not be
implemented for the whole of
the period but only as
necessitated by the works which
is anticipated to be of five days
in duration.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
Langford Road (part unaffected),
Bath Road (A368), Bristol
Road (A38), Bypass (A38) and
vice versa.
N P BRAIN
Head of Legal and
Democratic Services
Town Hall
Weston-super-Mare
BS23 1UJ
Tel No: (01934) 888802
Ref: T17-105
SCHEDULE
LANGFORD LANE – from its
junction with Bypass (A38) for
approximately two hundred and
eighty metres in a southerly
direction to property Langford
Court Lodge.

Town and Country Planning Act 1990
Town and Country Planning (Development Management

Procedure) (England) Order 2015
Notice under Article 13

Planning (Listed Building & Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Notice under Section 67 & 73

You may inspect copies of plans and documents of the
following applications and make representations on line at
www.nsomerset.gov.uk/planning. Or you can submit your
comments in writing to: Development Management, Post point 15,
North Somerset Council,Town Hall,Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ.All
comments should be received by us within 21 days of this publication
and will be displayed in full on the Council’s website. You should not
submit comments which are offensive or defamatory in any way.
If we refuse permission there may be no further opportunity to object
to an appeal on a householder application.
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Application in a Conservation Area
17/P/2112/F - Construction of conservatory in enclosed courtyard
at 3 Coach House Mews, Bracken Hill , North Road, Leigh Woods
17/P/2134/F - Single storey rear extension at 75 Woodacre,
Portishead
Listed Building Application
17/P/2100/LB - Listed building consent for internal and external
alterations to convert an outbuilding/garage to create residential
accommodation to be annexed to the main dwelling at South
Common Farm, Netherton Wood Lane, Nailsea
17/P/2122/F & 17/P/2123/LB - Adapting the existing external
steel stair to the rear; removal of another external steel stair and
replacement with a masonry stair and various associated minor
alterations; alteration of a door to a window to the front elevation;
removal of existing fence to rear of buildings and replacement
with roughcast rendered blockwork wall with stone coping and
new wooden gate; erection of a gazebo; external hard and soft
landscaping proposals at Battleaxes Inn, Bristol Road, Wraxall
Major Application affects a Public Right of Way
17/P/2111/O - Outline planning permission for the demolition of
existing buildings and redevelopment to provide up to 47no.
dwellings with associated hard/soft landscape works, access
improvements, parking and drainage. All matters reserved except
access at Former Western Trade Centre, Knightcott Road, Banwell

NORTH SOMERSET
DISTRICT COUNCIL

MILTON HILL,
WESTON-SUPER- MARE,

NORTH SOMERSET
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION

OF USE BY VEHICLES)
ORDER 2017

Notice is hereby given that
North Somerset District Council
in pursuance of the provisions
of section 14 of the Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as
amended, intend to make an
order the effect of which will be
to close, temporarily, to vehicles
the lengths of roads specified in
the Schedule to this Notice.
This order is required because
of the likelihood of danger to
the public consequent upon
work by Wales and West Utilities
to carry out gas mains
replacement works.
This will become operative
on the 23 October 2017 for a
maximum period of eighteen
months. However, the closures
may not be implemented for the
whole of the period but only as
necessitated by the works which
is anticipated to be of five days
in duration.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
Ashbury Drive, Upper Bristol
Road, Milton Hill (part unaffected)
and vice versa.
N P BRAIN
Head of Legal and
Democratic Services
Town Hall
Weston-super-Mare
BS23 1UJ
Tel No: (01934) 888802
Ref: T17-116
SCHEDULE
MILTON HILL – from its
junction with Ashbury Drive for
approximately twenty metres
in a south easterly direction to
property number 19 Atlantis.
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Date: 2 August 2017 
My ref: MWP1/SOCCAUG17 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 – Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 
Dear Tom Watson, 
 
Following our adopting a phased approach to the re-opening of the railway, we have revised 
the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest 
Phase 1) project. I have attached a copy of the revised document to the covering email 
accompanying this letter. 
 
The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008. In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking 
comments from the Local Planning Authority on the draft SoCC.  
 
We require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 31st August 2017. However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning. 
 
You may recall in November 2016 we wrote to you asking for comments on an earlier version 
of the SoCC. Since then, we have taken into account the comments made and any further 
scheme developments. These changes have been reflected in the SoCC and the attached 
version is what we are now seeking views on. The previous version and your comments with 
the project’s response are attached. 
 
Could you please also advise us of any other consultations in the area so we can update the 
table on page 22? 
 
Please note the red line plans shown in Figure 1 are out of date and require slight amendment, 
principally to remove the previous proposal to provide replacement road access to Ashton Vale 
Road Industrial Estate. Revised red line plans will be available at the end of August and these 
will be added into the SoCC for publication. 
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
North Somerset District Council and the West of England Combined Authority as the 
Development Consent Order includes land within their authority boundaries. We have shared 
the draft Statement of Community Consultation with South Gloucestershire Planning Authority, 
Bath and North East Somerset Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can 
provide comments if they wish. 

mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.     
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Penaluna 
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 

 

Date: 2 August 2017 
My ref: MWP1/SOCCAUG17 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 – Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 
Dear Roger Willmot, 
 
Following our adopting a phased approach to the re-opening of the railway, we have revised 
the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest 
Phase 1) project. I have attached a copy of the revised document to the covering email 
accompanying this letter. 
 
The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008. In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking 
comments from the Local Planning Authority on the draft SoCC.  
 
We require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 31 August 2017. However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation process. 
 
You may recall in November 2016 we wrote to you asking for comments on an earlier version 
of the SoCC. Since then, we have taken into account the comments made and any further 
scheme developments. These changes have been reflected in the SoCC, and the attached 
version is what we are now seeking views on. The previous version and your comments with 
the project’s response are also attached.  
 
Could you please also advise us of any other consultations in the area so we can update the 
table on page 22?  
 
Please note the red line plans shown in Figure 1 are out of date and require slight amendment, 
principally to remove the previous proposal to provide replacement road access to Ashton Vale 
Road Industrial Estate. Revised red line plans will be available at the end of August and these 
will be added into the SoCC for publication. 
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
Bristol City Council and the West of England Combined Authority as the Development Consent 
Order includes land within their authority boundaries.  
 

mailto:steven.penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 

 

We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with South Gloucestershire 
Planning Authority, Bath and North East Somerset Planning Authority and the Planning 
Inspectorate so they can provide comments if they wish. 
 
If you require information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.     
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Penaluna 
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


Date: 2 August 2017 
My ref: MWP1/SOCCAUG17 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 – Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 
Dear Gillian Ellis-King, 
 
Following our adopting a phased approach to the re-opening of the railway, we have revised 
the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest 
Phase 1) project. I have attached a copy of the revised document to the covering email 
accompanying this letter. 
 
The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008. In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking 
comments from the Local Planning Authority on the draft SoCC.  
 
We require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 31st August 2017. However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning. 
 
You may recall in November 2016 we wrote to you asking for comments on an earlier version 
of the SoCC. Since then, we have taken into account the comments made and any further 
scheme developments. These changes have been reflected in the SoCC and the attached 
version is what we are now seeking views on. The previous version and your comments with 
the project’s response are attached.  
 
Could you please also advise us of any other consultations in the area so we can update the 
table on page 22?  
 
Please note the red line plans shown in Figure 1 are out of date and require slight amendment, 
principally to remove the previous proposal to provide replacement road access to Ashton Vale 
Road Industrial Estate. Revised red line plans will be available at the end of August and these 
will be added into the SoCC for publication. 
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
North Somerset, Bristol City Council, and the West of England Combined Authority Planning 
Authorities, as the Development Consent Order includes land within their authority boundary. 
We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with Bath and North East 
Somerset Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if 
they wish. 

mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.     
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Penaluna 
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


Date: 2 August 2017 
My ref: MWP1/SOCCAUG17 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 – Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 
Dear Christopher Griggs-Trevarthen, 
 
Following our adopting a phased approach to the re-opening of the railway, we have revised 
the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest 
Phase 1) project. I have attached a copy of the revised document to the covering email 
accompanying this letter. 
 
The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008. In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking 
comments from the Local Planning Authority on the draft SoCC.  
 
We require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 31st August 2017. However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning. 
 
You may recall in November 2016 we wrote to you asking for comments on an earlier version 
of the SoCC. Since then, we have taken into account the comments made and any further 
scheme developments. These changes have been reflected in the SoCC and the attached 
version is what we are now seeking views on. The previous version and your comments with 
the project’s response are attached.  
 
Could you please also advise us of any other consultations in the area so we can update the 
table on page 22?  
 
Please note the red line plans shown in Figure 1 are out of date and require slight amendment, 
principally to remove the previous proposal to provide replacement road access to Ashton Vale 
Road Industrial Estate. Revised red line plans will be available at the end of August and these 
will be added into the SoCC for publication. 
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
North Somerset, Bristol City Council and the West of England Combined Authority Planning 
Authorities, as the Development Consent Order includes land within their authority boundary. 
We have shared the draft Statement of Community Consultation with South Gloucestershire 
Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if they wish. 

mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


 
If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.     
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Penaluna 
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


Date: 2 August 2017 
My ref: MWP1/SOCCAUG17 
Contact: Steven Penaluna 
Direct dial: 01934 427692 
Email: Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
 
 
MetroWest Phase 1 – Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
 
Dear Laura Ambler, 
 
Following our adopting a phased approach to the re-opening of the railway, we have revised 
the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Portishead Branch Line (MetroWest 
Phase 1) project. I have attached a copy of the revised document to the covering email 
accompanying this letter. 
 
The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 
2008. In accordance with section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the project team is seeking 
comments from the Local Planning Authority on the draft SoCC.  
 
We require your feedback within 28 days, i.e. by 31st August 2017. However we are keen to 
understand any questions/comments you may have about the draft document as soon as 
possible, to enable us to incorporate them into the consultation planning. 
 
In November 2016, prior to the creation of the West of England Combined Authority, we wrote 
to the Local Planning Authorities asking for comments on an earlier version of the SoCC. Since 
then, we have taken into account the comments made and any further scheme developments. 
These changes have been reflected in the SoCC and the attached version is what we are now 
seeking views on. The previous version and comments with the project’s response are 
attached.  
 
Could you please also advise us of any other consultations in the area so we can update the 
table on page 22? 
 
Please note the red line plans shown in Figure 1 are out of date and require slight amendment, 
principally to remove the previous proposal to provide replacement road access to Ashton Vale 
Road Industrial Estate. Revised red line plans will be available at the end of August and these 
will be added into the SoCC for publication. 
 
This is a key opportunity to advise the project team, using your local knowledge, as to how the 
community consultation should be conducted and we are looking forward to your comments on 
this matter. 
 
We are also seeking formal views about the draft Statement of Community Consultation from 
Bristol City Council and North Somerset District Council as the Development Consent Order 
includes land within their authority boundaries. We have shared the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation with South Gloucestershire Planning Authority, Bath and North East 
Somerset Planning Authority and the Planning Inspectorate so they can provide comments if 
they wish. 
 

mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk


If you required information about the Planning Act 2008 or the Statement of Community 
Consultation processes, information is available on the Planning Inspectorate website: 
 
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/ 
 
Alternatively, please contact me using the details set out below.     
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Penaluna 
Principal Transport Policy Officer (MetroWest Phase 1) 
Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 1UJ 
01934 427692, Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk 

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:Steven.Penaluna@n-somerset.gov.uk
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